
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL ('lATER QUALITY CON'I:'ROL BOARD

SAN fRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 78-18

NPDES NO, CA0005134

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIRE~lliNTS FOR'
CHEVRON, USA, RICH1-l0ND REFINERY
RICHMOND, CON'rRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that,

1., The Board, on November 19, 1974, adopted Order 74-1.51 prescribinq
waste discharge requirements for the Standard oil Company of California
(now Chevron, USA), Richmond Refinery (hereinafter called the
discharger)... The discharqe.r has asked t.he Board to revise its
requirements by letters of Apri1. 1 and June 30, 1977.

2" Irhe discharger operates a. petroleum refin{;~:cy wh ich produces fuels e

oils 1 and petrochemicals from 365 r 000 barrels per day of crude o i.l.,
lrhe process Vlastewater is combined with once-throuqh cooling water
and is discharged to Cas t.ro Creek 500 yards from its confluence ,"1ith
Castro Cove, an embayment of San Pablo Bay r about 3000 yazds sout.h­
east of Point San Pablo in k.i.chrrond , Cal.ifornia.. Castro Creek,
Cast.ro Cove and San Pa.blo Bay arH waters of the United States"
\lJaste 001 is about 12,,5 mgd of refinery process waste.. During
wet.: 'Vleather was t;e 001 i.ncludes storm runoff from refinery process
areas and a small area of adjacent. residential. development" Haste
002 is about 90 mqd of ()nce'~through cooLi.nq wat.e.r , 'rhe combined
mixture of VJast.es 001 and 002 is d.i.s ch.ar-qed to Cast.ro Creek"

The Board$' in
Plan cont.a i ns
t:r:-ibutaries"

Ap:i::-il 1975 f adopt~d a Hater Quality Control Plan. 'rhe
water quality objectives for Elan Pablo Bay and its
'the Basin Plan includes the foLl.ow i.nq p.rorlibitio:t1s:

H ,,"" It shall be prohibit,ed to discharge:

1" Any 'wasb:;W'ater whi.ch has particular characterist.ics of
concern to bE~nefic.ial uses:

b" At any point at which the wastewa.ter does not receive
a minimum initial dilution of at lea.st Lu eL,

c ; Into any nontidal wat.e r or dead-end slouqh or s Louqh
or similar' confined water ar.eas OJ:':' theil' immediate
tributaries" ".,,11

4" 'I'he Basin Plan provides that except.ions to tJlese discharqe pro­
hibitions may be gran.ted. For- certain wet 'Vleather and other d.i.sch.acqes s

a" Having a high initial dilution
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